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A New Mycological Companion

By Paul Sadowski
In April I received an email from Britt Bunyard, who may be familiar to readers of The
Mycophile and Mcllvanea, announcing the launching of a new journal: FUNGI.

His editorial group includes many authors who have appeared in those NAMA pub-
lications that he has edited for the last few years.

He promises a publication that would fill the void in the periodical literature by pre-
senting articles of both a cultural and technical mycological vantage point.

One will find, for example, Mr. Bunyard’s familiar “Editor’s Picks,” a digest of articles
from the technical journals as well as items reported in the general press.

Also appearing in the maiden issue is editorial board member and Mcllvanea regu-
lar, Else Vellinga with her “Mycological Florigellum” This installment presents and
summarizes articles dealing with the new phylogeny springing from DNA analysis.

Other authors contribute regularly to fill the cultural part of the magazine’s edito-
rial mission: David Work, known to readers of this newsletter, writes a column on
mycophagy, “The Wild Epicure,” that explores the culinary delights of the morel. With
beautiful photography and precise explanation, Work takes the reader through his in-
terest in wild foods and their use in delicious spring quiches. The recipes include step-
by-step instructions as well as general culinary technique.

A similar approach is evident in John Plishke III's tutorial on lighting mushroom
photos with light-diffusing umbrellas. The pictures show both the results and the tech-
nical setups for obtaining the various lighting effects. The thorough documentation
will improve any amateur’s photography. Fortunately, the table of contents lists the
author’s name, since it appears nowhere in or near the article. Having worked with
John on the collection tables at NEMF forays, I know him to be self-effacing, which
may explain the omission.

Michael Wood, the man behind Mycoweb, the West Coast mushroom website, prom-
ises to review and present the website literature.

Another interesting article on mycological literature of a distinctly different sort
comes courtesy of David Rose, of the New York Botanical Garden and the New York
State Museum. He discusses the conflation of mycophobia, anti-semitism and hate lit-
erature. In his thoroughgoing essay, Rose sheds light on these dark corners of literature
and mycology from the 1500s through contemporary times. The article is at least as
thoughtfully written as it is disturbing.

NYMS member Elinoar Shavit, who has graced the pages of this newsletter with her
intelligence, brings her expertise to FUNGI with a piece tracing the development of
irofulven, a tumor-reducing compound derived from Omphalotus illudens—the Jack
o’ Lantern. She documents the progress of this pharmaceutical from its beginnings at
the NYBG through its clinical trials in this decade. Her article shows the hopes and the
pitfalls involved in bringing this potential life-saver to the medical arsenal.

There is an article on fungal bioremediation by Ron Spinoza and a review of Andrus
Voitk’s little book of Canadian Maritime mushrooms as well as recap of 2007 forays in
that region.

But no article better illustrates Bunyard’s ambition than the primer, a syllabus really,
“Myxomycete Plasmodia and Fruiting Bodies: Unusual Occurrences and User-friendly
Study Techniques” And just in time for slime-mold season!!

Okay, so slime molds aren’t the best sauté pan fillers. But this article fills half of
this volume’s pages, is beautifully illustrated with drawings where most effective,
and photographs, with similar result. Though technical, the prose does not require
constant reference to a mycological dictionary yet clearly explains these strange and

rather ubiquitous summertime creatures. Before its appearance in FUNGI the authors
brought this material to seventh grade science classes and college underclassmen. For
those who like creepycrawlies, this article is filled with activities that will make it a
perennial reference.

Bunyard and his group of colleagues have hit a home run in their first at-bat. I do
wonder how far some of the columns can go. After Plishke has turned us into Ansel
Adams and Work has made us into chefs, then what?

What we do know is that the field of mycology is in constant flux. Having an inter-
pretive guide to help us amateurs understand these changes will be invaluable. It will
be interesting to see FUNGI evolve with the field over the coming years.

Many of the articles of the first volume are available as free downloads on the FUNGI
website. Go to: www.fungimag.com. B





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


